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We transpor‘tcd ourselves to the Lengian tribal vi”agc, where we met with D‘a}ﬂ'aug. ]nstcad of
engaging in a ritual hunt with thcm, he had an alternative offer. [1e introduced us to amanin a black
robe and said he was a scholar and teacher from another world. Thc wizard aid that he was
FroFessor Laban Shrewsburg from Miskatonic Universitg in the nation of Massachewsetts. The

Proxcessor needed assistance in rccovering arare tome.

The deal was that if we assisted the Proxcessor, the Lengians would give us the 400 rubies in
aclvance, so that we might then go and Purcl’vase the armor and weapons. Then we would transfer
the weapons to them. ]n addition, the Proxccssor also Promised us a "ton of go]d.“ Wl’léﬂ Cag]x
asked how much was a ton using his system of measurements, Laban Slﬁrewburg Pu”ed out a black
cloth and laid it upon the grouncl, revea]ing an extra-dimensional space. ]nsidc the the Portable hole
were 15 bars of gold stacked upon another Iager of bars. The Progessor said that there were five

more lagérs, for a total of 90 bars.

Each bar looked to weigh about 11 stone, so the Promcessor was omcyccring us more than 120,000
aureii, more than the trade deal was worth }33 itself. Sugicc it to say, we accePted the offer.

The book the Prochsor was sceking was called the Necronomicon, written bg a madman called
Abdul Al'Hazred. Accorcling to the [rofessor, who had seen the book in his dreams, the
Necronomicon was in a ]abyrinth underneath the Mountains of Maclness, which were to be found
at the cdge of the F]atcau of Lcng. Or at least, that is the way ] understood it — the directions and
location were disjointcc]‘ The !abgrintl‘x was suPPosec{ to be full of monsters and nearlg imPossiblc
to navigate. However, the ProFessor had a crystal orb which showed a multidimensional map
through the maze to the room where the book was stored. ] looked in the crgstalJ and my head

bégan to aclﬂcd a{:tcr a ch moments.

After some consideration, we decided not to bring the Abiclos and 5cratch with the group as



there was some doubt how well ’c}‘neﬂ would do in the labgrinth. We werejoinec{ bg one of the slaves
of the Lengians, a human sorcerer named Qyor!orth, who had been offer his freedom for his
assistance. |n addition, two Lengian warriors, [S'eh'el and J'ah‘an,joined us. Tlﬂeg had been
outfitted with Plate armor, composite iong bows and iong spears. As we had not yet engageé in
our trade deal, ] am wonc{ering where theg obtained them. ]t is Possib]e that theg traded with the
tribe the E_mPirc outfitted.

Lcaving the animals in the vi”age of the Lcngians, we took a couple of the unusual coaches used ]33
the Denizens and arrived at the foothills of the mountains within a Couple of hours. We entered the
maze througlﬁ what looked like a sinkhole. As the descent looked ﬂearlg unclimable, we used magjic

to ﬂg or float ourselves down into it.

]mmecliatelg upon entering the maze, | Jawn f:lower fortified the party }33 invo‘(ing the ancestors,
as‘ciﬂg Tl’lc Mountain to envc!oP us in a Cloak of BravergI and to strengthcn our C;onvic‘cionZ to

our task, Forthcging our mental and Phgsical resistance to bad medicine.

] quicug became los’c, but the Frogessor seemed to know how to navigate using the orb. A)Cter
about an hour in the maze, we encountered a group of strange aberrations that aPPeared to be
similar to the undersea monster known as the aboleth. Several members of our Partg said that thcg
appearec’ to People as People we know and care about, but ] was unaffected. For’cunatclyl ti—rey

were easi]g killed.

Shor’c]g after our first encounter, we arrived at a door sealed with a strange, Fivc—Pointed star made
out of a gregisl—vgreen stone similar to soapstone. | checked the stone for magjc, and it Possesscc!
a most Po’cen’c aura of abjuration and Protection. The Promcessor said that this was one of the Elder
Signs, also known as a Star StOﬂC of Mnar. Thcg are suPPosecl to be Potcnt wards against
aberrations and creatures of the Dark Tapestrg and Nightmare Worlds. Cag]x managed to
remove the [~ lder Sign from the door without brcaking it, and based up | aban SErewsburg's
advice, P]aced it upon his person. ] have sketched the sign below:

1 Cloak of Bravery
2  Mass Conviction



]t also appcarcd that the room begond the cloorwag was trapped inamore _

mundane manner. [rom what we could determine, a giant stone block
would fall down behind us after we went tlﬁrough it, sealing us in. Grogrxar A
bent the stone of the walls and cei]ing, shaPing it like so much soft clag,
using it to form largc shelves underneath it the block, Prcvcnting it from &_\l
Fa”ing.

The room contained nine statues.’ l tossed some lightning at one wit
a static dischargc. [t animated, turning into some sort of tentacled(®

horror. Jts form was constantlg slnhc’cing and c}"nanging, al’chough Fop

.........

the most Part it aPPeared like a conical structure about theo-\

size of man, with a toothg maw and eight or so tentacles it/

extruded and took in from its body constant!y.

Tentacled Horror

These protean creatures were not that difficult to slag \/\/lwen they died, theg dissolved into a
strange g!ass) mirrored cube. Thc nine cubes needed to put into a sPechCic order into a recess on
the far door so the reflections created a sPechCic image. Thc room also contained a great deal of

writing on the wall. While Dawn [Flower and | examined the mirror Puzzle, Caglx read some of the

3 Tentacled Horror artwork by Chris Schweizer and may be found here:
http://www.curiousoldlibrary.blogspot.com/2010/10/halloween-countdown-t-2.html

3



writing,. We heard him mutter ’chir\gs himsehc, that he "understood now" and "it was so simple" and
the like. Professor Shrewsbury said these were Mcelg writings from the Necronomicon.

X = | ocation of the Necronomicon,

skull and scimitar

When we did solve the mirror Puzz]e, it oPened to reveal another door, again sealed with an Elder
Sign‘ Caglx again removed the sign without damaging it and this time gave it to Grognar. This
door was not trappcd. Upon opcning it, we found a pentagon shapcd room. E_aclﬂ corner had what
looked like a Pi“ar of a waterin it held togetl'xcr bg unknown means.

Caylx used a sPe” to levitate a cup over to one of the Pi“ars and scoop out some. A” of the Pi”ars

then co”apscd, rc]easing five creatures from stasis.

Theg stood rougHg eight feet tall and had the appearance of a huge, ovaLshaPecl barrel with
starfish-like aPPendage at both ends. The top aPPendage was a head adorned with five eyes, five
eating tubes, and a set of cilia for "seeing without light. T he bottom aPPendagc was five-limbed
and was used for wa]king and other forms of locomotion. | he beings also had five leatherg, fan-like



retractable wings and five sets of branching tentacles that sProuted from their torsos. Poth their

tentacles and the slits housing their folded wings were spaced at regular intervals about their

bodies.”

Elder Thing

Laban Shrewsbury said these were "E]cler Things”. Theg had strange powers, similar to the
neothelid. One of them overwhelmed Dawn Flower with its will and attemPting to get her to call
down Holg }:ire upon GrognarJ Qyoriorth and mgse!g. Hcr love for me strengthened her resolve
against this command and she managec] to break the enchantment’. Anotl—\er one of them struck
down Varos with a mental blast®. Theg also used a stange noxious gas that sickened Mordin and

Quor]oth.

4 Artwork by Chris Schweitzer. It may be found at: http://www.curiousoldlibrary.blogspot.com/2010/10/halloween-
countdown-t-4.html

5 Dominate Monster spell-like ability. She failed her first Will save, but as the action was "against her nature" she received
a second save at a +2 bonus, which she made.

6 Psychic Crush ability. This is the second time Varos has been brought to -1 by this. The first was in session 19, by the
Neothelid.



We summoned allies from the Skg World” and E_arth Worlds. ]n addition to call forth Ba”s of
Ligl’xtning empowcred with the [Heart of the Storm’, | used a sPeH to disintegrate‘o much of the
boclg of one of them and another sPe”” to riP the air from the lungs of another, sugocating it.
Qyor]oth conjured black tentacles, such as ] used in our initial battle with the Denizens of Leng,
while FroFessor Shrcwburg threw a fireball at them. Theg were aPParently immune to the Fire, but
it did clear out most of t}ncirgas cloud.

We killed all of the creatures, and took their treasure:
- E_ach elder thing had some sort of 5~Pointed crown on their heads. T}weg don't appear to be
magical, but | would like [Hadron to look at one.
A scimitar with a cat's head on the hilt
A human sku”, which the Promcessor believed to be that of Abdu] Al‘Hazrec{
A book — the Necronomicon

!

!

!

A}Cter we defeated them and rccovering what we came 1Cor, we fled the area and returned to the

vi”age.

This and my other game recaps may be found at www.launchpadzero.net.

7 Air Elemental

8 Two Earth Elementals

9 Enhanced with a custom meta-magic feat called High Voltage, which bypasses Electricity Resistance.
10 Disintegrate for 91 points of damage

11 Suffocation from the Advanced Player's Guide.


http://www.launchpadzero.net/
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